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Introduction

We consider all children to have individual needs, however some children
may be more able or may need some extra support and intervention to
enable them to achieve their full potential, in order that they thrive.

As part of our caring and nurturing ethos, our aim at Mounts Bay
Academy is to identify and meet any individual needs early. Then we will
work together with parents, and if needed any outside agencies, to write
individualised Provision Maps. This enables us to target support and
interventions effectively so we can all work together to focus on specific
learning targets.

We integrate and include all children with SEN, whilst ensuring any other
needs are met through small group work or 1:1 support through- out the
school day.

If a parent ever has any questions or concerns about their children’s
progress then they should discuss this with their child’s class teacher. Our
SENCo (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) - Julie Payne
(jpayne@mountsbayacademy.org) is also always available if you wish to
discuss any concerns further.
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Please see the SEN Policy on the school website for more detailed
information about the way SEN is co-ordinated within the school as well
as a full list of outside agencies that the school works with.

Our Local Offer also outlines the provision that all children can expect if
they attend Mounts Bay Academy.

Student Led Conference (SLC)

These are held with the form tutors. As part of this meeting they will
discuss any difficulties that are being experienced with any aspect of their
learning. It may be that the school team decide to place a child on the
School Record of Need as a result of this discussion. If at any time
throughout the school year a class teacher has any concerns regarding a
child’s learning at any time, they will discuss this with the SENCo. At this
point parents will be consulted and further assessments may be made.

Parental Involvement

Parents will be consulted as soon as a concern is raised. Our aim is to
identify and meet any individual needs early. If your child is put on the
Record of Special Educational Need, you will be notified. Your child’s
progress will be monitored and shown on an individualised Provision Map.
This outlines any recent assessments, the planned interventions and
strategies that will be used to support your child and their individual
targets. During the meeting your child’s progress can then be reviewed
with you as part of an assess - plan - do- review learning cycle, which will
track the impact of interventions and support for your child. A passport
and profile will written and given to teachers to inform planning and help
them use the strategies given to enable your child to maximise progress.

Support Within School

Support is built into teaching practice at every stage. Classroom teachers
are aware of the needs of all the children in their class and a range of
strategies and teaching resources are part of everyday practice to ensure
the children have the best learning opportunities.

Individual children with specific needs may also have an adult appointed
to them, financed by the Local Authority, as part of their Education &
Health Care Plan.

Further provision may be given to an individual or group by an adult either
within the classroom or in a small, separate classroom, when this is
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considered beneficial. The school has a number of support/ intervention
TA's who work with small groups of children for specialised support.

The Record of Special Educational Need

There are three levels of need identified on the Mounts Bay Academy
Record of Special Educational Need.

SEN Support K1

Lower level of need - Support is given within the school context, usually
through school based small group work and interventions.

SEN Support K2

More complex needs- As above, but also outside agencies are reqularly
involved in supporting the child and / or there is a higher level of need.

An Education & Health Care (EHC) Plan

This is given if the child has profound difficulties and perhaps requires
individual adult support. An application has to be made to County by the
SENCo and/or parents, when a child’s needs are complex enough to
require highly individualised support.

At each of these stages termly meetings with parents will be held where
targets are reviewed and new targets set. These are incorporated into an
individualised Provision Map in which teachers show what interventions
and provision is in place.

Parents and children then work in partnership to set learning targets and
to also set out how you may be able to help your child at home.

At those times when the contribution of an outside agency, such as a
Speech & language therapist, Educational Psychologist (EP) or other
specialist will be needed, school can make a referral, which is always done
in complete consultation with parents.

You will of course be invited to contribute to any meetings.
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The Most Common Difficulties

Dyslexia

Dyslexia is a learning difference, a combination of strengths and
weaknesses which affects the learning process in reading, spelling,
writing and sometimes numeracy. Dyslexic learners may also have
accompanying weaknesses in short term memory, sequencing and the
speed in which they process information. These are skills that everyone
needs if they are to learn effectively in the classroom. They are also key
skills for life.

Dyscalculia

Dyscalculia (like dyslexia for numbers) is a specific learning disability
involving maths skills.

It may be a difficulty with counting and calculating, understanding
abstract maths concepts or working with numbers and symbols.

Dyspraxia

Dyspraxia is a difficulty with co-ordination. Programmes such as ‘Fun Fit’
help the child start the day with co-ordination exercises. These exercises
have been shown to help them settle more readily to school work with a
more focussed and controlled attitude.

Advice

Please ask the school if you would like any more information about any of

these. More detailed information sheets are also available on the school
website.

Useful Contacts

Cornwall Special Educational Needs & Disability Information & Advice
Support Service
www.cornwallsendiass.org.uk

01736 751921

Cornwall Council Website
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools-and-
colleges/specialeducational-needs-file/

sendi@cornwall.gov.uk
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Support in Cornwall

www.supportincornwall.org.uk
0800 587 8191

Department for Education
www.education.gov.uk

Cornwall Dyslexia Association

www.cornwalldyslexia.org.uk
01872 274827

Cornwall’s Early Help Hub (make requests/referrals for help from a
range of services)
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/earlyhelphub

British Dyslexia Association
www.bdadyslexia.org.uk

Dyslexia Action
www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk

Helen Arkell Dyslexia Centre
www.arkellcentre.org.uk

The National Autistic Society
www.autism.org.uk

Dyspraxia Foundation
www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk

Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists
www.rcslt.org

PATOSS (Professional Association of Teachers of Students with Specific
Learning Difficulties)
www.patoss-dyslexia.org

Listening Books (The National Listening Library)
www.listening-books.org.uk
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Support at Home

Fun things to do to help reading and writing

Help your child to find books they will enjoy by joining the public library,
if you are not already members. It is free to join and many libraries have
CDs and DVDs that can be borrowed very cheaply, as well as many
different types of books that can be borrowed for free.

Read together. Try picking reading material about interests or hobbies
you share, like your football team or a place you have visited together.
10 minutes a few times a week will make a difference.

Talk to your child about the types of reading they think they will be asked
to do in secondary school; get them to explain to you what they already

know about types of non-fiction (factual writing), and try to match them
to the subjects your child does at school.

Chat about which books or magazines your child might read, to learn
more about the subjects they will be doing at secondary school.

Buy a book, book token or a magazine as a present or reward. Try
making time to:

Borrow picture books from the library in French, Spanish or German,
depending on which language they will be learning, or ask a librarian or
bookseller about the Horrible Histories or Murderous Maths series and
other funny books about school topics.

Go online to have a look at sites that might be useful for different
subjects. All libraries have free internet access which can be booked. For
information about safe websites for children, visit the Parents
Information Network at www.pin.org.uk or Parents Online at
www.parentsonline.gov.uk

Go along to an event at the library together. Most libraries run the
Summer Reading Challenge, a fun scheme that encourages children to
read by giving them rewards like stickers, bookmarks and medals. You
could encourage your child to take part.
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Find some books about moving schools. A librarian, bookseller or
teacher can suggest titles. You could encourage your child to keep a
scrap book or diary about moving to secondary school.

Supporting reading at Key Stage 3

Your child will be studying more subjects at secondary school, and will
be working with many different types of reading materials, from
newspaper articles and adverts to scientific explanations and
instructions. Parents who support their children’s education make a real
difference to how well their child does, and there are lots of quick things
you can do to help.

Try some skimming and scanning together. Skimming is when you read
through a piece of text quickly to find out what the main idea is;
scanning is glancing through a piece of text to find a specific piece of
information.You can do this with a newspaper - perhaps ask your child
to find something out for you. Why not ask them to scan a newspaper for
news about a favourite footballer or to find out the weekend weather, or
get them to skim read a recipe to tell you the basic steps?

Help your child to work out what an unfamiliar word means by getting
them to read the rest of the sentence and look for clues.

Jargon Buster

ADHD

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

Annual Review

The process of ensuring that an Education & Health Care Plan continues to
describe the child’s needs and how they should be met through a meeting
held once each year.

ASD

Autistic Spectrum Disorder
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Assessment

Finding out what a child can and cannot do by observing them at school
and sometimes at home and by talking with people who know the child
well.

Area Resource Base (ARB)

Bases where children with complex difficulties can be taught. These are
usually attached to a primary or secondary school.

Baseline
The result of assessment either on entry to school or entry to new school.

BSS

Behaviour Support Services.

Carer
A person who is looking after a child but isn't their birth parent.

Ceasing to Maintain

This term is used when the LA, after considering all evidence available,
decides to discontinue the EHC Plan

Child Development Centres

Centres for assessment of pre-school children.

Code of Practice

A government document that schools, early years settings and local
authorities follow when identifying children with SEN and meeting their
needs.

DfE

Department for Education.

Development Matters

Non statutory guidance to support teachers implementing the Early
Years curriculum. The guidance is used to plan for and assess children
continuously throughout the Reception year.

VAW 1V SddNdVI1TONILIOddNS



Differentiation

The way in which the early years setting/school’s curriculum and teaching
methods are adapted to meet the needs of a child.

Early Help Hub

The online single point of access for health based services in Cornwall.
Referrals can be made online through this website.

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

Includes children 0-5 years, including school Reception year. A statutory
framework sets standards for all Early Years providers.

Early Years Inclusion Team

This team provides support for children aged 0-5 years with additional
needs.

EBD

Emotional Behavioural Difficulty.

Education & Health Care Plan

A legal document that sets out a child’s needs and the extra help he/she
should get. Itis issued when a child has complex needs that cannot be
met by the school alone. The LA make an assessment for this following an
application made by a SENCo or other professional. (These were
previously called Statements).

Educational Psychologist /Ed Psych (EP)

A professional who can assess a child’s Special Educational Needs and

give advice to schools and settings as to how the child’s needs can be met.

Educational Welfare Officer (EWO)

An officer of the local authority dealing with young people who have
irreqular attendance or frequent absence from school. EWO'S look at
reasons for attendance problems and work with teams from Social Care
to identify and support children involved in child protection procedures.

VAW 1V SddNdVI1TONILIOddNS



Family Information Service

A free, impartial and independent information point where all families
can access information and advice about services, organisations,
activities and childcare options, including transition into school. Their
website lists all the services for families in Cornwall.

HI

Hearing Impairment

Learning Difficulties

An individual may have difficulties learning in a typical manner. This could
be the result of specific conditions which make learning harder for the
individual than it is for most people.

Local Authority (LA)

A local government body that is responsible for providing education. For
children with special educational needs the LA is responsible for carrying
out Statutory Assessments and maintaining Education, Health Care
Plans.

National Curriculum 2014

The framework which sets out standards and appropriate levels of
achievement for children’s education, as laid down by the DfE.

Occupational Therapist (OT)

A professional trained to give advice on equipment, adaptations and
activities to support the learning/ social development of people with
physical, emotional or behavioural difficulties.

Parent Partnership Service

A service which provides information, support and training to parents/
carers whose children have special educational needs.

P’ Levels

Performance levels used to assess a child who is not yet working within
the National Curriculum 2014 objectives of attainment.

Provision

The extra or different help given to children with special educational
needs.
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Provision Map

A way of identifying the range of provision available to all pupils with
additional learning needs in a class, which is additional to and different
from the school’s differentiated curriculum. It can be used as part of the
planning process for a child with additional needs.

Record of Need

The records held which outline the pupil’s progress.

Special Educational Needs (SEN)

The needs of children who have a learning difficulty, which means that
they require special educational provision to be made for them. Children
who have a learning difficulty find it harder to learn than the majority of
children of the same age, or they have a disability which prevents or
hinders them from accessing the education provided for other children.

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO)

The person responsible for the planning of special educational needs
within school or early years settings.

Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD)

Learning difficulties in specific areas, such as dyslexia or dyspraxia.

Speech & Language Therapist (SALT)

A professional trained to give specialist assessments, advice and
treatment for children with communication difficulties.

Statutory Assessment

A multi-disciplinary assessment to ascertain a child’s specialised needs
and to decide if these needs meet the criteria for the LA to issue an
Education & Health Care Plan.

Vi
Visually Impaired.



