JARGON BUSTER

OF SEND TERMINOLOGY
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Introduction

This document is designed to help you understand the terminology used in some of
the documents on this webpage.

You will also find a copy of this inside the full SEND Handbook for Parents.
Our SENCo (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) - Julie Payne
(jpayne@mountsbayacademy.org) is also always available if you wish to discuss any

concerns further.
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Jargon Buster
ADHD

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

Annual Review
The process of ensuring that an Education & Health Care Plan continues to describe

the child’s needs and how they should be met through a meeting held once each year.

ASD

Autistic Spectrum Disorder

Assessment

Finding out what a child can and cannot do by observing them at school and
sometimes at home and by talking with people who know the child well.

Area Resource Base (ARB)

Bases where children with complex difficulties can be taught. These are usually
attached to a primary or secondary school.

Baseline

The result of assessment either on entry to school or entry to new school.

BSS

Behaviour Support Services.

Carer
A person who is looking after a child but isn't their birth parent.

Ceasing to Maintain

This term is used when the LA, after considering all evidence available, decides to
discontinue the EHC Plan

Child Development Centres

Centres for assessment of pre-school children.

Code of Practice

A government document that schools, early years settings and local authorities follow
when identifying children with SEN and meeting their needs.

DfE

Department for Education.
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Development Matters

Non statutory guidance to support teachers implementing the Early Years curriculum.
The guidance is used to plan for and assess children continuously throughout the
Reception year.

Differentiation

The way in which the early years setting/school’s curriculum and teaching methods
are adapted to meet the needs of a child.

Early Help Hub

The online single point of access for health based services in Cornwall. Referrals can be
made online through this website.

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

Includes children 0-5 years, including school Reception year. A statutory framework
sets standards for all Early Years providers.

Early Years Inclusion Team

This team provides support for children aged 0-5 years with additional needs.

EBD

Emotional Behavioural Difficulty.

Education & Health Care Plan

A legal document that sets out a child’s needs and the extra help he/she should get. It
is issued when a child has complex needs that cannot be met by the school alone. The
LA make an assessment for this following an application made by a SENCo or other
professional. (These were previously called Statements).

Educational Psychologist /Ed Psych (EP)

A professional who can assess a child’s Special Educational Needs and give advice to
schools and settings as to how the child’s needs can be met.

Educational Welfare Officer (EWO)

An officer of the local authority dealing with young people who have irregular
attendance or frequent absence from school. EWO'S look at reasons for attendance
problems and work with teams from Social Care to identify and support children
involved in child protection procedures.

Family Information Service

A free, impartial and independent information point where all families can access
information and advice about services, organisations, activities and childcare options,
including transition into school. Their website lists all the services for families in
Cornwall.
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HI

Hearing Impairment

Learning Difficulties

An individual may have difficulties learning in a typical manner. This could be the
result of specific conditions which make learning harder for the individual than it is for
most people.

Local Authority (LA)

A local government body that is responsible for providing education. For children with
special educational needs the LA is responsible for carrying out Statutory
Assessments and maintaining Education, Health Care Plans.

National Curriculum 2014

The framework which sets out standards and appropriate levels of achievement for
children’s education, as laid down by the DfE.

Occupational Therapist (OT)

A professional trained to give advice on equipment, adaptations and activities to
support the learning/ social development of people with physical, emotional or
behavioural difficulties.

Parent Partnership Service

A service which provides information, support and training to parents/carers whose
children have special educational needs.

P’ Levels

Performance levels used to assess a child who is not yet working within the National
Curriculum 2014 objectives of attainment.

Provision

The extra or different help given to children with special educational needs.

Provision Map

A way of identifying the range of provision available to all pupils with additional
learning needs in a class, which is additional to and different from the school’s
differentiated curriculum. It can be used as part of the planning process for a child
with additional needs.

Record of Need

The records held which outline the pupil’s progress.

Special Educational Needs (SEN)

The needs of children who have a learning difficulty, which means that they require
special educational provision to be made for them. Children who have a learning
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difficulty find it harder to learn than the maijority of children of the same age, or they
have a disability which prevents or hinders them from accessing the education
provided for other children.

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO)

The person responsible for the planning of special educational needs within school
or early years settings.

Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD)

Learning difficulties in specific areas, such as dyslexia or dyspraxia.

Speech & Language Therapist (SALT)

A professional trained to give specialist assessments, advice and treatment for
children with communication difficulties.

Statutory Assessment

A multi-disciplinary assessment to ascertain a child’s specialised needs and to
decide if these needs meet the criteria for the LA to issue an Education & Health
Care Plan.

Vi

Visually Impaired.
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